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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, LY, TS 

SUB J : IERBA DECLARATION: TUNISIAN TREATMENT OF LIBYAN 
"UNITY OFFENSIVE" 

REF (A) TRIPOLI 1293 (B) FBIS L01 1440 (NOTAL) 

1. DECEMBER 1 TUNISIAN PRESS REPORTED CALLS 
NOVEMBER 30 BY LIBYAN ASU DELEGATION ON PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA AND PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA. ARTICLES IN 
FRENCH LANGUAGE L' ACTION AND ARABIC AS-SABAH REPORTED 
STATEMENT BY CHIEF OF DELEGATION ABDELHAMID ESSID ZENTANI 
THAT BOURGUIBA AND NOUIRA HAD BEEN GIVEN DOCUMENT 
OF LIBYAN ASU CONGRESS CONCERNING IERBA DECLARATION WHICH 
"REPRESENTS AN HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT FOR THE UNIFICATION 
OF DIVERSE PARTS OF THE ARAB FATHERLAND AND WHICH 
AFFORDED THE OCCASION TO ACHIEVE AN OBJECTIVE THAT 
EVERYONE REGARDS AS IMPORTANT". L ACTION AND AS-SABAH 
MADE NO MENTION OF ANY STATEMENT BY BOURGUIBA SUCH 
AS ASCRIBED TO HIM BY LIBYAN PRESS (TRIPOLI 1293) 
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2. COMMENT: DOMESTIC TUNISIAN HANDLING OF THE ASU DELEGA- 
TION VISIT INDICATIVE GOT DESIRE TO KEEP UNIFICATION 
PROPOSAL UNDER WRAPS. AS ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE, 

BOURGUIBA HAS SEVERAL TIMES PUBLICLY GONE OUT 

OF HIS WAY TO DISCREDIT, EXPLAIN AWAY, AND DENY THE 

FEASIBILITY OF THE JERBA DECLARATION. WHILE IT IS 

APPARENTLY TRUE (AS THE FBIS REPORT QUOTES BOURGUIBA 

SAYING) THAT GOT INTENDS TO INTRODUCE AN AMENDMENT TO 

THE CONSTITUTION TO PERMIT NATIONAL REFERENDA - THE 

LACK OF WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY CITED AS MAKING IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE JERBA AGREEMENT TEMPORARILY IMPOSSIBLE - 

OBSERVERS HERE BELIEVE GOT HAS DOMESTIC POLITICAL 

USES IN MIND FOR A REFERENDUM RATHER THAN POLLING 

THE NATION ON UNION WITH LIBYA. THE STATEMENT WHICH 

TRIPOLI RADIO ASCRIBES TO BOURGUIBA THAT STEPS 

ARE SPEEDILY BEING TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT UNION BETWEEN 

LIBYA AND TUNISIA REPRESENTS THE REVERSE OF WHAT WE 

HAVE UNDERSTOOD GOT'S AND BOURGUIBA'S PRESENT POLICY 

TO BE. 
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